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                                                      ) 
In the Matter Of                             ) 
                                                      ) 
Restoring Internet Freedom          )  WC Docket No. 17-108 
 

Written Ex Parte of the Benton Foundation 
 
 

The Benton Foundation offers the following for the newly-opened WC Docket No. 

17-108. 

San Jose Mercury News reporter Troy Wolverton interviewed Dane Jasper, the co-

founder of Sonic, the Santa Rosa-based company that’s tried to establish itself as the 

consumer-friendlier local alternative to Comcast and AT&T. Arguing for net neutrality rules, 

Jasper notes, “In today’s environment … where consumers have, in many cases, only one 

choice at greater than 25 megabits, what we see is rent-seeking behaviors and abuses of 

the consumer, whether it’s bad customer service or expensive pricing or network neutrality 

concerns.”  

Asked if Sonic’s ability to innovate had been curtailed by Title II-based net neutrality 

rules, Jasper said, “No. And we certainly supported former FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler in 

his efforts to protect network neutrality. And that didn’t hamper our investment or our 

concerns about our future ability to monetize the networks that we build.” 

Sincerely, 

_____/s/_______             

Kevin Taglang 

Benton Foundation 

727 Chicago Ave. 

Evanston, IL 60202 
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